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Drawing on the explosion of academic and public interest in cognitive science in the past two 
decades, this volume features articles that combine literary and cultural analysis with insights from  
euroscience, cognitive evolutionary psychology and anthropology, and cognitive linguistics. Lisa 
Zunshine’s introduction provides a broad overview of the field. The essays that follow are orga-
nized into four parts that explore developments in literary universals, cognitive historicism, cog-
nitive narratology, and cognitive approaches in dialogue with other theoretical approaches, such 
as postcolonial studies, ecocriticism, aesthetics, and poststructuralism.

Introduction to Cognitive Cultural Studies provides readers with grounding in several major areas of 
cognitive science, applies insights from cognitive science to cultural representations, and recog-
nizes the cognitive approach’s commitment to seeking common ground with existing literary-
theoretical paradigms.

This book is ideal for graduate courses and seminars devoted to cognitive approaches to cultural 
studies and literary criticism.

LISA ZUNSHINE is the Bush-Holbrook Professor of English at the University of Kentucky and au-
thor of Why We Read Fiction: Theory of Mind and the Novel and Strange Concepts and the Stories They 
Make Possible: Cognition, Culture, Narrative, also published by Johns Hopkins.

*Good only for orders placed at the Johns Hopkins University Press booth (226 & 228) at the 2011 meeting.
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