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s xIN THIS NEW COLLECTION OF POEMS, FRANK X WALKER immerses himself

in the story of legendary African-American jockey Isaac Burns Murphy (1861-1896).

The son of a slave, Murphy rose to the top of thoroughbred racing to become

the most successful jockey in America. Through poetic im
agination, Walker gives

us the voices of Isaac Murphy and his wife Lucy, his tra
iner Eli J

ordan, 

and his parents James and America Burns. Through their words we follow

Murphy’s dramatic journey to become America’s most celebrated black jockey.
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